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ATEANTA, Dee. 2^The two 
top officials of an Atlanta firm 
■under investigation for receiv 
ing guns shipped from Viet 
nam through Eglm AJr Force 
Base in Florida are no Strang- 
ers to controversy or dramatic 
situations. 

One was actively involved in 
plans to set up an anttCastro 
base in Haiti, and both were 
in the Dominican Hepublic 
during the 1965 American in- 
tervention to put down a rev* 
olution. 

Mitchell Livingston WerBell 
IITT vice president oTsTonfes, 
an Atlanta weapons research 
and manufacturing firm, was 
indicted 2 % years ago on 
charges of violating a federal, 
law forbidding preparation of 
a military expedition against a 
friendly nation from American 
t territory. 

The indictment against Wer* 

^ Bell and six others was made 
after customs agents raided an 
Island camp near Marathon, 
/Fla., where they seized a small 
^ arsenal of, weapons and found 
’;75 battle-clad exiles and Amer 

leans* 

■> ■ 

Ffot on Island 

‘ WerBell himself was not on 
the island at the time of the 
raid. 

Only four weeks after 
WerBell was accused, the U.S. 
"attorney in Miami announced 


me attorney general” (Ramsey 
Clark). . The federal attorney, 
William A. Meadows Jr., said 
he could not make any further 
comment on why the charge 
was being dropped. 

WerBell commented wryly 
that he was unhappy because 
'l*ve lost my one dalra to no* 
torlety.” 

At the time of the indict 
ment, WerBell was quoted by 
the Atlanta Constitution as ad 
mitting an /‘extremely combat 
ant role” in the antbCastro 
base plans. 

The federal indictment had 
alleged a conspiracy to ship 
guns and munitions from At- 
lanta and New York to MiamL 
But WerBell told a reporter 
at the time of the indictment 
that he had withdrawn his 
support from the Haitian base 
plan when it appaered to be 
headed toward direct political 
action. 

If I'm called upon again to 
fight Communists in the west- 
ern hemisphere, I'll do it " he 
said. “Anything I've done has 
served the best interest of the 
United States.'* 

“I've been involved in anti* 
communist activities a long 
time,” he said. "I've helped 
the Dominican government 
fight the Communists " 

Aided Newsman 


an official for an American de- 
velopment corporation. 

At one point during the 
fighting, he said a few days 
afterward, he and some 200 
other Ameiicans were "lined 
up against a wall'* by armed 
revolutionaries at a Santo 
Domingo hotel. 

He said the rebels were 
looking for Cuban nationalists, 
and that he managed to slip 
inside the hotel, where Ameri- 
can embassy officials negoti- 
ated safe conduct. He was 
evacuated by helicopter to a. 
U.S, warship. 

“The Communist movement 
has actually defeated itself” 
by forcing the United States 
“to adopt such a firm policy,”, 
he commented at the time. 

Both the Dominican fighting 
and the Marathon raid oc- 
curred before WerBell and 
Brown founded Slonics. 

An Air Force officer at 
Eglin is under investigation 
for his role in three shipments 
of small arms from Vietnam. 
WerBell denied reports that 
the weapons were intended 
for right-wing anti-Negro 
groups and. said he himself, 
while in Vietnam, had had the 
captured weapons sent to Ati 
lanta via Eglin for laboratory 
research. 


In the Dominican action two ' 
years before, WerBell was; 
credited with pulUng a' 
wounded American newsman 
out of a bullet-riddled car in, 
Santo Domingo. The newsmanj 
Miami Herald photographer 
Doug Kennedy, had been acci- 
dentally wounded by U.S, Ma* 
rine gunfire. 

^ Fred N. Brown, president of 

the charge was being dls. si5HI®r-»StrWas in the Do- 
missed “on the authority of ' minican capital at the time, as 


